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New Year / New Works 

Three new artists debut at Thomas Deans Fine Art 

 

Dates: January 22 – February 20, 2016 

Opening Reception: Friday, January 22, 6:00-8:00 pm 

Thomas Deans Fine Art, 690 Miami Circle NE #905, Atlanta, GA 30324 

Gallery Hours: Monday - Saturday, 11-5 

 
The first exhibition at Thomas Deans Fine Art, “New Year / New Works,” opens on 
January 22 and presents the paintings of three established artists new to the gallery, 
Chris Hayman, Sam Nejati, and Lisa Pressman.  All three artists are rich colorists whose 
work is imbued with a sense of mystery.  
 
Chris Hayman’s paintings are abstract and spirited, generating a momentum all their own 
through her combination of vibrant color and expressive texture. Hayman creates her 
abstract language through a balance of geometry, color and the texture of multiple layers 
of oil paint. Chris Hayman has been painting for over thirty years, and her works are 
displayed in both private and public collections nationwide. She currently resides and 
works in California. 
 
Sam Nejati was born and raised in Iran and moved to the US in the late 1990s. Sam views 
Western culture through the lens of an ancient Persian aesthetic and continually finds 
inspiration in the rich culture and heritage of his homeland. The great critic Robert 
Hughes wrote: “These paintings are a reflection of his emotions; he gives free reins to his 
brush, a painter who paints from his heart with great energy….his works are a metaphor 
for his very existence, and he is guided by an internal force that frees him to paint 
boldly.” 
 
Lisa Pressman writes that her abstract work is rooted in play, a sense of discovery and a 
passion for revealing the unknown. “Images emerge from my translation of experiences 
of the outside world, and are internalized through the lens of the inner eye. The paintings 
develop through an intuitive dialog between deliberate and random marks, allowing a 
relationship between intent and accident to unfold. Time and memory are evoked 
through the process of layering and scraping. The working process is inseparable from 
the completed image, which stands as a witness to the history of its making.” Her work 
was included in “Ten Most Memorable Paintings of 2014” in The Huffington Post. 


