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Anthony Greco: Looking Forward/Looking Back 
A retrospective of paintings from the 1970s by an Atlanta master at Thomas Deans  
 

Dates: 13 October – 11 November 2017 

Public Reception for the artist: Friday 13 October, 6:00-8:00 pm 

Thomas Deans Fine Art, 690 Miami Circle NE #905, Atlanta, GA 30324 

Gallery Hours: Monday - Saturday, 11-5 

 
Atlanta, GA.  Anthony Greco has been a fixture in the Atlanta art world for 50 years. In 

recognition of the artist’s 80th birthday this year, Thomas Deans Fine Art in Buckhead is 

presenting an important exhibition of his paintings from the 1970s.  

The 16 paintings in the exhibition trace the artist’s exploration of minimalism, a 

form of abstraction focusing on simple forms that reached its zenith in the 1970s. 

Minimalist art avoids depicting or suggesting any other object, space, or experience 

outside of itself. Viewers are asked to respond only to what is in front of them. Eleven of 

Greco’s large-scale paintings comprise parallel, intersecting, broken, or layered stripes.  

The “striped” paintings rely for their effect purely on color and line. They show 

the artist rejecting traditionalism and paring down his art to its essentials, separating the 

act of painting from depiction or emotion. “I don't remember a conscious decision to do 

striped paintings,” says Greco. “I don't link the paintings to any specific visual source or 

stimuli. My only goal was to make work that wasn't fed by some visual object or illusion 

of space. I wanted them to be contained by the canvas and not imply that there was more 

to see outside it. It was all new and different for me.” 

Greco’s interest in minimalism spanned only a decade. The paintings were 

included in exhibitions at Atlanta’s High Museum of Art and elsewhere at the time. They 

have not been shown publicly since. Forty years on, these paintings carry a patina of 

history yet retain their freshness and invention that is both the subject and the object of 

the work. They still look forward as much as back.  
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Referring to the paintings of this period, Greco has written that he "pretty much 

made choices on impulse, instinct, and taste." Any meaning is found only within the 

confines of the canvas. To quote the minimalist painter Robert Ryman: "The meaning is 

what you see...there is the meaning of the experience of seeing it."   

Greco came to Atlanta in 1966 to teach at the Atlanta College of Art (now 

SCAD), where he taught for five decades, until his retirement in 2006. His work is in the 

collections of the Mint Museum of Art, the Butler Museum of American Art, the Jimmy 

Carter Presidential Library, Coca-Cola USA, King and Spalding, among many others.  

The exhibition opens with a reception for the artist, 6-8 pm, Friday 13 October 

and continues through 11 November.  A free E-catalog of the exhibition is available at 

Blurb.com. A digital version is also available on the gallery website, 

www.thomasdeansfineart.com For further information, contact the gallery, 404 814-1811.  

------------------------- 
Thomas Deans Fine Art was established in 1983 and soon became known as one of the leading 

American specialists in British art on paper, 1750-1950.  In 2000, the gallery relocated to Atlanta, 

GA, where it quickly gained a reputation for the diversity of its offerings in a variety of media by 

both contemporary and historical artists, including works by Thomas Gainsborough, J. M. W. 

Turner, Pablo Picasso, Lucien Freud, and Christopher Le Brun, among others. The gallery 

represents nationally and regionally known artists, including a number of Atlanta-based artists. 

 

The gallery is located on Miami Circle, in the heart of the Buckhead art and design district. We 

work with beginning and experienced collectors, casual buyers, corporate collections, and design 

professionals. 

 

Works from Thomas Deans Fine Art have entered many museum collections here and abroad, 

including such local collections as, the High Museum of Art, Emory’s Michael C. Carlos 

Museum, the Georgia Museum of Art, MOCA GA, the Birmingham Museum of Art, and the 

Hunter Museum of American Art, Chattanooga. 

 
Thomas A. Deans is the founder (1983) and president of Thomas Deans Fine Art., a gallery 

based in Atlanta, Georgia since 2000, specializing in both historic and contemporary art.  Mr. 

Deans was also co-founder of The Gallery Downstairs, London (1985-1997).  

Mr. Deans has written and lectured extensively about the fine and performing arts, with projects 

for PBS, The Metropolitan Opera Guild, New York City Center, Cleveland, San Jose, Richmond, 

and Sacramento ballets, the Cummer Museum and Gardens, the Museum of Fine Arts, St. 

Petersburg (Florida), the High Museum of Art, Atlanta, the Albany (Georgia) Museum of Art, the 

Florida Institute for Art Education, and Women’s Art Journal, among others. He has written 

chapters on British paintings/artists for The Catalogue of the Collection, St. Petersburg Museum 

of Fine Arts (1994) and Women Artists, by Margaret Barlow (1999). He is on the Dean’s 

Advisory Board for the College of Fine Arts at Florida State University. 
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